
The British Polio Fellowship will be supported by funds raised at a special Birmingham City Football Club
memorial dinner on Friday 3 April.

The dinner marks the 50th anniversary of the death of a young Birmingham City player, Jeff Hall, who died
tragically in 1959 aged just 29, after contracting polio. Jeff’s untimely death had a huge impact on the
national vaccination campaign against polio – his death made headlines at the time, galvanising millions into
getting vaccinated against polio.

During his short life Jeff made 265 appearances for Blues and was an integral part of the most successful
ever Birmingham side that finished sixth in the First Division in 1956 and also reached the FA Cup final in
the same season.

Money raised courtesy of a raffle and auction at the memorial dinner will be presented to the British Polio
Fellowship at half-time during the match against Wolves on Monday 6 April.

Birmingham City Managing Director Karren Brady says: “We’re very pleased to hold this special dinner,
which will help support the great work of the British Polio Fellowship. Jeff was one of our most talented and
well known footballers and his death was a great loss – the fact that his death inspired millions to be
vaccinated against polio makes his legacy all the more poignant and powerful.”

Graham Ball, Chief Executive of the British Polio Fellowship, will be attending the dinner, listening to
presentations made by two of Jeff’s former team-mates, and giving a presentation of his own about polio
and Post-Polio Syndrome.
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The British Polio Fellowship is the UK’s largest charity supporting and campaigning on behalf of people with
polio and Post Polio Syndrome.

Mr Ball adds: “It’s a great honour for us to be invited to this memorial dinner. Jeff Hall did indeed have an
enormous impact on the numbers being vaccinated and had an important part to play in stemming the polio
epidemic in the 1950s. Polio is still an issue for many tens of thousands of people in the UK today, and we’re
pleased that Birmingham City Football Club has chosen to honour Jeff’s legacy by donating to the British Polio
Fellowship.”

Tickets for the memorial dinner are available by calling 0844 557 1875 and pressing option 3, emailing
events@bcfc.com or by clicking the events section at www.bcfc.com
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For more information on this press release contact Kat Huxtable on 07958 701405 or kat@cantadora.co.uk

For more information on the British Polio Fellowship and polio and PPS visit www.britishpolio.org.uk


