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The British Polio Fellowship

Minutes of the Meeting of the Expert Panel held at the Holiday Inn, London Bloomsbury, on Tuesday 3 June 2008 at 2.00 pm

Present


Sir Bert Massie
(Chairman)





Dr Ruth Bridgens





Ms Alex Curtis





Mr Robin Luff





Ms Mary Kinane









Dr Ros Sinclair





Dr Joseph Cowan

In Attendance:

Mr Graham Ball
(Chief Executive)





Mrs Tess Mitchell
(Panel Secretary)




Ms Meriel Davies  (Minutes Secretary)

Guest Speakers:

Ms Wendy Kimber (Map of Medicine)





Ms Laura McGovern (Map of Medicine)

1.
Welcome and Apologies
Apologies were received from Dr Craig Davidson, Dr Steve Sturman, Dr George Kassianos and Ms Pam Jones.

2.
Minutes of Meeting Held on 29 January 2008
Agreed subject to one amendment with regard to arranging a group of staff and Panel members to move forward with the Map of Medicine.

2.1
Future Chair of Panel
Graham Ball reported that he has yet to identify any candidates and asked the Panel to advise him or Tess Mitchell of any suitable contacts that they might have.  Further explorations to continue.  The Chairman would like to hand over to a successor once the Panel’s report has been finalised.  It was agreed that the panel had achieved much since its inception such as the creation of the PPS definition, initial development of a patient pathway, formation of the Orthotics Panel, etc.  A member hoped that the panel could act as a focal point for the experiences of Fellowship members.  It was agreed that once the Trustees had approved the Panel’s report, a summary of the Panel’s achievements would be written and circulated appropriately.  Tess Mitchell reported that she has contacted the College of Occupational Therapists about publishing the PPS definition and received a very positive response.  The Fellowship has also been invited to attend their conference next year.

3.
Matters Arising

None.

4. Map of Medicine – Presentation (from Guest Speakers) 

The pathway is currently at the first stage of development.  The second stage will take the pathway through a peer review process after which suggested changes will be considered.  The Panel will be asked to nominate a number of peer reviewers.  The pathway will then come back to the Panel for sign off, after which it will go through the NHS sign off process.  A member asked about the process for disagreements on changes made at the peer review process or any other stage and was told that there is an arbitration process in place where objections can be considered.  The next steps are for the Panel to feed back to the Map of Medicine by the end of August 2008 and for the necessary evidences to be referenced.  It was suggested that Dr Bridgens would be able to help with this.  A member commented that when you are dealing with rare conditions the patients themselves are often a GP’s best resource and he would like to see the pathway publicised and made available to members and the general public as well as clinicians.  

Tess Mitchell asked Panel members to give her their feedback on the first draft of the Pathway over the next four weeks. 

5. Panel Report

Amended copies had been circulated.  It was generally agreed that the report was well written and answered all the relevant questions.  Following further discussion a number of other small amendments were made.  Issues such as hydrotherapy and weight control were also discussed.  

Graham Ball and Tess Mitchell will update the Report to incorporate the requested additions and changes.

6.
Research 

A matrix of possible research priorities was circulated.  It was agreed that the following comment be added to the Panel’s report:  
‘…..and we believe that the Fellowship should develop a research programme.’  Graham Ball reported that he met Professor Caroline Young recently in Liverpool and that she had suggested conducting a joint research project on depression/fatigue.  Dr Sinclair to take a lead on this.

Tess Mitchell to circulate Dr Bridgen’s information on inflammatory markers.  
7.
PPS Definition
Tess Mitchell reported that the definition is now on GP Notebook and Doctors.Net.  She is waiting to hear from Search Medica and the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Nurses.  The Royal College of Occupational Therapists is keen to publish the definition.  

8. Any Other Business

8.1 GP Survey Results  

Cat Huxtable, who has been working with Angela Morrow on the Fellowship’s forthcoming PR campaign, reported back to the Panel and requested members’ suggestions for campaigning outcomes.  The Chairman asked that the survey results be used in a positive way in the campaign, as they would make good headlines.  A member reported that GPs are much better now at having diagnostic lists both historical and current and GPs should be encouraged to be more proactive when diagnosing.  The importance of non-chemical interventions such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy, etc, was stressed.  It was also commented that no other group seems to face the sudden deterioration that people who have had Polio experience. The Chairman suggested appealing to the Department of Health by focusing on reducing the deterioration in a person’s physical dependence.  A member mentioned the number of younger immigrants coming into the country with a variety of disabilities many of which might have been prevented.  There is a lot that can be done to help these people who are generally still in the halted recovery phase. 

After further discussion the Panel agreed that a small sub-group be formed to create a list of tangible aims to be used for the PR Campaign.  The medical experts on the panel also agreed to speak to journalists who might want further information.  Briefing notes would be circulated.  

8.2 Orthotics Survey

Tess Mitchell reported that there had been an excellent response to this survey with 500 completed forms returned out of 2000 sent out.  The results are currently being analysed.  She commented that some of the survey forms made harrowing reading.  

9. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 16 September 2008 at 13:30 for 14:00.  Venue:  Holiday Inn, London Bloomsbury.

PAGE  
Z:\Expert Panel\Panel Meetings\Expert Panel Draft Minutes - 3.6.2008.doc 
1 of 3

