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The British Polio Fellowship

Notes of the Meeting of the Orthotics Panel held at the Novotel Hotel, London Euston, on Tuesday, 24th June 2008 at 11.00 am
Present:


Mr Michael Cassidy





Dr Mark Edworthy





Mr Sam Gallop





Mr Martin Harvey





Miss Pam Jones





Mr Gordon Lumb





Mr Steve Mottram





Mr Shane Nickson





Mr Philip Tayor

Guest speaker:

Ms Liz Batten 

In Attendance:

Mr Graham Ball
(Chief Executive)





Mrs Tess Mitchell






Ms Margaret Roffe




1. Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies.

The chairman welcomed the new members to the Panel.

2.
Minutes of last meeting
Following corrections to be made:

· Correct title for Mark Edworthy is “Dr”.

· BAPO not BAPPO (on page 4).

Otherwise agreed as correct record of meeting.

3.

Matters Arising

There were no Matters Arising. 

4. Survey Results

Liz Batten presented the results of the members’ survey on the Orthotics Service. A more detailed report will be available shortly and will be circulated to Panel Members in due course.  

Key action points:

i) BPF to look at producing something to help users understand who they should be seeing and what service they should expect.  (See action vii in 4.1 below).

ii) Liz B to analyse answer to question “If it is not the Orthotist who prepares your prescription, please state who does this” and add to final report.  (Included in report circulated on 6th August). 

iii) Tess to circulate presentation via LISTSERV.  (Done).
iv) Panel members to feedback re additional analysis required via LISTSERV.  

4.1. Next Steps / Additional Analysis

Action points:

i) Useful to understand which centres users go to, i.e. hospitals vs specialist centres.   Tess to arrange for analysis to be done.

ii) Establish who are other main users of orthotics and find out what they are doing with regard to the service.  Staff team to investigate.

iii) Graham to send results to European Organisations and ask for feedback.

iv) Circulate report from West Midlands Regional Project.  (Done by Pam Jones on 26th June).  Other Panel Members to provide feedback. 
v) Panel members to look at own areas and bring together information about what is already happening, what has been done, and what could be done in future.  Feedback Top 5 issues via LISTSERV.

vi) The British Society of Rehabilitation Medicine will be holding a conference in Oct at which orthotics and prosthetics will be discussed.  Contact Robin Luff for more details.  (Pam has spoken to Robin Luff and found out that the focus will be on orthoses for arthritic knees).

vii) Fellowship to create an information leaflet providing guidance on what users can expect, and have a right to, from the orthotics service.  Users should also be asked to score hospitals / clinics they attend against a set of minimum standards.  Margaret and staff team to look at producing this.

5. Composition of Panel

It was agreed that the Panel should not be any larger and that the current membership represented all key areas of the Orthotics service.

The British Society of Rehabilitation Medicine has already been approached and may send a representative to the next meeting.  Tess to follow up.

6. Any Other Business

None.

7. Date of Next Meeting

24th September 2008 in Sheffield.  (Back-up date: 8th October).
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