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The British Polio Fellowship

Minutes of the Meeting of the Orthotics Panel held at the Northern General Hospital, on Wednesday 22nd April 2009 at 11.00 am

Present


Dr Dipak Datta





Dr Mark Edworthy





Mr Martin Harvey





Mr Gordon Lumb





Mr Philip Taylor

In Attendance:

Mr Graham Ball
(Chief Executive, who took the chair)




Mrs Tess Mitchell





Ms Margaret Roffe


Guest Speakers:

Ms Clara Bailey 





Mr Richard Senior 

1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
Michael Cassidy, Sam Gallop, Pam Jones, Shane Nickson

2.
Minutes of the meeting held on 29 January 2009 

These were agreed to be a correct record with 2 small amendments:

· Mark Edworthy’s correct title is “Dr”, not “Mr”.

· Item 4, Key Issues, Re Orthotist training, first sentence changed to read “one major problem is the lack of good placements as much as the inadequacies in the training itself”.

3.
Matters arising

3.1
Orthotic Services Leaflet
Tess circulated “mock-ups” of the leaflet.  Now that the number of pages and layout have been decided, a quotation for printing will be obtained and possible sponsors will be approached.  Margaret has provided contact details for Algeos, who supply orthopaedic and podiatric components, materials, equipment and tools to specialist manufacturers.  A Panel Member suggested a couple of other companies that could be approached for sponsorship.

A Panel Member suggested that we should also consider producing a large print version.  This could be printed internally as an A4 document.  

A Panel Member said that the Institute of Chiropodists and Podiatrists would be prepared to endorse the leaflet.  

Tess has spoken to Sam Gallop and he has agreed to help with distribution of the leaflet.

Actions: 

1. Tess to make following changes to the leaflet:

a) Include KAFO in definition of “Orthosis(ses), orthotics”.

b) In definition of “Orthotist”, change “medical professional” to “health professional” or “healthcare professional”.

2. Gordon Lumb to provide some appropriate images to include in the leaflet.

3. With reference to endorsement by the Institute of Chiropodists and Podiatrists, Tess and Graham to come up with some appropriate wording and send to Martin Harvey for approval.

4. Martin Harvey to provide names of other companies that could be approached for sponsorship.

4. Tour of Othotics Department and Presentation

Clara Bailey and Richard Senior gave a very informative and useful presentation on how the Orthotics unit at the Northern General Hospital operates, including the structure and staffing, appointments, supply and review processes.  They also addressed a number of specific queries and issues previously submitted by Panel Members.  Throughout the session there was much lively discussion and debate.

Following the presentation, Panel Members were taken on a tour of the Orthotics Unit.

Panel Members were extremely impressed by the set up at the NGH.  A Panel Member referred to a report – “From Surgical Applicances to Orthotics – Towards an Effective Service – 1999” - which he had been instrumental in producing and which provided an outline service specification and operating framework upon which the unit at the NGH is based. 

Graham commented that it would be useful to have the service specification for the unit as it is now operating as this could be used as a template against which other departments could be measured.

A Panel Members suggested that a service checklist could be created based on what is provided at NGH.

Actions:

1. Tess to obtain copy of “From Surgical Applicances to Orthotics – Towards an Effective Service – 1999”.  (Look on BSRM website).

2. Dipak Datta to speak to NGH Orthotics Service Manager re whether he can provide a current service specification for the unit.

5. Key Issues

The action items from the previous meeting were reviewed.

Tess has compiled a list of other organisations representing complex users, but has not yet had time to make contact with any of them.

With input from a colleague on the Panel, a Panel Member has produced three “fact sheets” and circulated them via the LISTSERV.  They are on:

· Surgical Footwear

· Callipers and Insoles

· Problems with Footwear and Orthoses.

Graham thanked the Panel Members in question for all their hard work on the fact sheets.  It was agreed that they would be very useful.  Some discussion took place as to how they would be produced.  The consensus was that they should initially be printed internally as A4 documents (as is done for many of the Support Services information leaflets and fact sheets).  The aim will be to announce the new fact sheets in the July Bulletin and/or take them to the Super Forum event in July.

With regard to the fact sheet on “Problems with Footwear and Orthoses”, one Panel Member suggested that this could incorporate a checklist of the main things that can go wrong.  The need to set realistic expectations was also mentioned.

Tess informed the Panel of the plans and subject matter for the Orthotics workshops at the BPF Super Forum Events (the first being in Coventry on 25th April).  Feedback will be provided after Saturday’s session and future workshops may be tailored to take into account some of the issues previously discussed at Panel meetings.  It was suggested that a Panel Member might wish to run a shoe “clinic” at one or more of the Forums.

Actions:
1. Re Orthotist training, Graham to speak to Steve Mottram to establish current situation and plans for future.

2. Graham to send a letter to Chief Execs of other organisations on Tess’ list asking them about the issues their members face and potential areas for collective campaigning activity.

3. Tess to circulate fact sheets via LISTSERV for comment and feedback before the end of May.  Consolidated feedback to be provided to Philip Taylor.

4. Mark Edworthy to send copy of the article he wrote for the Bulletin in 2003 on Footwear and Calliper problems to Tess and Philip Taylor.  Relevant points to be incorporated in fact sheet.  

5. Tess to let event organiser know that Philip Taylor is prepared to run a shoe clinic at one or more of the Super Forums.
6. Campaigning Issues

A Panel Member is writing an article on PPS for Podiatry Review (the journal of the Institute of Chiropodists and Podiatrists).  Graham has offered him the assistance of the BPF’s media consultant.

The same Panel Member is also looking at the possibility of developing a postgraduate training module, including information on PPS, for members of the Institute.

Actions:

1. Martin Harvey to circulate draft of article for Podiatry Review via LISTSERV for comments from other Panel Members.

2. Martin Harvey to raise subject of training module at next Board meeting of Institute.

7. Any Other Business

Margaret circulated copies of a leaflet produced by Dorset Orthopaedics on “Applying for NHS Hospital Trust or Primary Care Trust funding for your SAFO (Silicone Ankle Foot Orthosis).  It was suggested that something similar could be produced and tailored for BPF members.  Panel members were not supportive of the “Dorset approach” and concluded that this was not appropriate, but that some of the information could potentially be used in other guidance leaflets. 

The two Consultation SSNDS Definitions (5 and 7) previously circulated via the LISTSERV were discussed.  There was some debate about the classification of PPS as a “stable condition” in Definition 7.

A Panel Member suggested submitting a request to NICE to produce guidelines on the provision of Orthotics for people with complex disabilities.  Tess summarised what the Chief Exec of NICE said at a recent SHCA (Specialised Healthcare Alliance) meeting with regard to the funding and resources for producing guidelines in future, etc.

Actions:

1. Panel Members to provide feedback on the SSNDS definitions before 12th May.  

2. Tess and Graham to look at possibility of submitting a topic suggestion to NICE.

8. Date of Next Meeting

11:00 on Wednesday, 16th September, at Holiday Inn, London Bloomsbury.  (Back up date: 23rd September).
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