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PRESS RELEASE

CREATING A LIVING HISTORY FOR POLIO IN THE UK

The British Polio Fellowship is urging the public to take part in its new social history project and share their memorabilia and stories of living with polio and Post Polio Syndrome through a new website.

The charity, dedicated to helping those living with the effects of polio and Post Polio Syndrome, wants people to contribute memorabilia and create a lasting anthology of the conditions and difficulties experienced by those who contracted polio when there was no vaccine to prevent it. 

The heritage website - www.heritage-britishpolio.org.uk - has been created with Heritage Lottery Funding and was launched earlier this year. It aims to create a historical archive highlighting the effects of polio, an infectious disease which invades the central nervous system potentially leading to muscle paralysis, whilst also educating future generations on the experiences of their elder relations. 

Dr John Hooper, chief executive of The British Polio Fellowship, explains: “Our new heritage website allows the public to truly understand the complexity and hardships that people with polio lived with. 

“We already have over 50 contributors who have submitted their diaries, photographs, newspaper cuttings and personal comments about their experiences but we know there are thousands more people who had to endure the terrible experiences of living with polio. Capturing this information should help us to provide an interesting and enlightening insight into an important part of our social history.”

Already featured on the heritage website are stories of the treatment people had to endure before the vaccine was created in 1958, including the diary of Val Kennedy who visited her son every day whilst he was in an iron lung in hospital and ‘Nightmare’, the memories of a small boy when he was in hospital. 
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It also includes details of the discovery of Post Polio Syndrome, a neurological condition which today affects more than 120,000 people who contracted polio earlier in life, the same number as those with Parkinson’s. 

John added: “We are working tirelessly to empower and support all people in the UK living with the effects of polio and Post Polio Syndrome. The information and experiences recorded on the heritage website should not only help to provide a lasting social history of polio, but also help to improve awareness of Post Polio Syndrome within the medical profession and improve diagnosis rates.”

For further information about the work of the British Polio Fellowship and contribute, to the heritage website, email glenys@britishpolio.org.uk or visit http://www.heritage-britishpolio.org.uk. 
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For further information, please contact:

Chrissie Walker or Samantha Prince

BCS Public Relations

Tel:
0115 9486901

Email:
chrissie@bcspr.co.uk or samanthap@bcspr.co.uk 

About the British Polio Fellowship

The British Polio Fellowship seeks to empower and support all people in the UK living with the effects of polio and Post Polio Syndrome by: 

· actively campaigning in support of their rights and needs and those of their carers 

· providing information, advocacy, welfare and support to enable people to live full independent and integrated lives and being the first resource on polio and Post Polio Syndrome. 

· supporting a Regional / Branch / Group structure that enables mutual support amongst members to be carried out in a caring and inclusive environment. 

· raising the profile of The British Polio Fellowship to enhance its effectiveness and to seek out all those who may benefit from our services. 

· developing worldwide alliances with other polio and Post Polio groups for the mutual benefit of all its members. 
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